
Linwood Community Council 

Minutes 

14 May 2019 

Community Hub, Belmar Court 

 

1. Attending: Linwood Community Council (LCC): M. McEhlinney (Chair), C.Connor, T.Feeley, 

M.Tolland, A.Gambrell. 

Renfrewshire Council (RC): Sharon Marklow, Kevin Dalrymple, Jamie Mackie  

Local councillors: Councillor J. Sheridan 

 

Apologies: LCC:  A.Campbell, M.Bowman, A.McElhinney 

                 Local councillors: Councillor A.Doig, Councillor A.Dowling 

 

2. Presentation by Renfrewshire Council officers about i) the Local Development Plan (LDP) and 

ii) the Linwood Town Centre strategy 

 

RC officers Sharon Marklow, Kevin Dalrymple, and Jamie Mackie gave a thorough and 

informative presentation outlining the Local Development Plan, and the Linwood Town 

Centre Strategy. They covered the development of the LDP from start to finish, outlining the 

timetable and the process, and explained specific elements of the LDP.  

 

3. Questions from Linwood Community Council 

LCC had identified some items for clarification. LCC also had some questions regarding the 

Linwood Town Centre Strategy. 

From this Q&A session, LCC learned:  

 

Local Development Plan: 

 

Developers Contributions: will be requested as of now, not at the adoption of the new LDP; 

Planning Dept. will be responsible for negotiating these contributions.  

 

Affordable/Social housing mix: New private developments of more than 50 houses will be 

required to apportion 25% of the build to affordable and social housing, to improve the 

housing mix; this is also being applied to any new development, not waiting until the adoption 

of the LDP. 

 

Air quality: is monitored by RC; LCC felt Linwood is particularly susceptible to poor air quality 

due to the combination of low-flying aircraft, the A737 and the increase in traffic using the 

town on a daily basis. Planning to check where and how air quality in Linwood is monitored. 

 

Candren and Middleton Transition Areas: The LDP identifies both sites as transition areas. An 

explanation was requested as to what this actually means. 

 

Transport assessments: LCC felt that traffic and transport assessments had not been 

adequately considered by RC in recent planning applications.  LCC queried who is responsible 

for checking the accuracy of local transport and amenity information provided by developers 

on planning applications. LCC had objected that information supplied by the developers on 



the last 3 major applications in Linwood was inaccurate. Planning replied that as soon as they 

received the application, it went live on their system, so no checks are made.  

 

LCC raised concerns that in the past few years, development planning applications have been 

rejected in Kilbarchan, Bridge of Weir, Elderslie and Houston, but none had been rejected in 

Linwood. Planning replied that all applications were considered using the appropriate 

criteria. 

 

Linwood Town Centre Strategy 

 

LCC raised concerns regarding the following sites: 

 

Hart Street Footpath: LCC requested that the re-instatement of the Hart Street footpath be 

included in the town centre strategy. LCC outlined the support within the community for this 

project and also highlighted that the verbal promise made to the community to reinstate it 

after the town centre redevelopment was completed, was reneged upon by RC. Opening the 

footpath would meet several of the criteria for improvement within the Town Centre 

Strategy. 

 

Old Candren Road: LCC reported the state of both road and pavements is shocking, and 

requested this thoroughfare be added to the Strategy. 

 

Bridge Street road and pavements: LCC reported these as being in an appalling state. The 

town centre itself is accessible, but getting to the town centre using this route is less so. 

 

Moss Road: LCC has previously requested thought be given to re-opening the Moss Road to 

light traffic (ie cars, not industrial lorries). LCC believes it would relieve congestion for those 

travelling to Hillington and the airport (and in the future, the new Innovation Campus) and 

would also provide easy access to the community woodland for those travelling to Linwood 

to use it. 

 

The Lades: LCC took issue with the “misrepresentation” of the Lades in the Town Centre 

Strategy. The Lades are portrayed as a leafy idyll, whereas in reality the area needs 

maintenance and attention in order to achieve potential as a place to visit, walk and sit.  

 

Kintyre Park: LCC pointed out that everything in the park was paid for by the community, 

but LCC considers it is not adequately maintained by RC; 

 

Craig Road: wooded area: RC say there are no plans to build on the wooded area  

 

Brediland Road: LCC believes that a one-way system for entry and exit to the On-x would 

improve the traffic management there.  

 

Town centre status: LCC asked for confirmation that Linwood is now officially a “town”, as 

different departments at RC define Linwood in different ways. Town status was confirmed 

by Planning.   

 

Planning officials assured LCC that no further action would be necessary on our part; that 

the issues we had raised would be considered by the appropriate departments.  

 



 

4. Questions from local councillors 

Councillor Sheridan asked what would happen if a planning application initially was for under 

50 homes, but later changes to the passed plans pushed the development over the 50 house 

limit, and thus liable for building affordable housing. Planning said they would be aware of 

such proposals.  

 

Councillor Sheridan pointed out he had taken action regarding the On-x traffic management 

system, and had sent copies of these emails to the Secretary, who had not referred to them. 

The Secretary said she would check emails and report back. (Update: mails have been found 

in a personal email account, and have now been circulated) 

 

5. As no members of the public attended, there were no questions from the floor.  

The meeting concluded at 9pm. Next meeting: Tuesday 18 June 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              


